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2023 WORLD DRUG REPORT: KEY
MESSAGES
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The year 2023 marks the midpoint of the work
towards achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The global drug phenomenon
continues to challenge both the implementation
of SDG targets and efforts to promote peace,
security and human rights.
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World drug-related challenges are hindering
SDG progress across all areas, from peace and
justice to health and human rights, and the
environment and equality.
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Prevention and access to evidence-informed
treatment and HIV and Hepatitis services must
be stepped up; otherwise, drug-related
challenges will leave more people behind.
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Law enforcement responses need to keep pace
with astonishingly agile criminal business
models, as well as the proliferation of synthetic
drugs, which are cheap and easy to bring to
market.
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Public health must remain the priority in the
context of rapidly developing drug control
regulation, in particular in relation to medical
use, and countries must invest more in research
to monitor the effects of policy and inform
responses.
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KEY FIGURES AT A GLANCE REHIRE—E

DRUG USE BEmERER

People who use drugs, 2021 2021 FREBHIFR

296 million people W #EH N HL 2.96 12

23% over 10 years BT 10 35 5 23%
219 cannabis RIBRASEH & A% 2.19 12

60 opioids (of which 32 opiates)

Re] by 25 25948 F & A\ %0 6,000 /5 (H:h 3,200 /5
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36 amphetamines RN AT 2 N 3,600 /5
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20 “ecstasy” “RESLT A A% 2,000

Women among people who use drugs, 2021
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25% opiates

Bl 34 I3 s 25%

27% cocaine
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30% cannabis

KIRAEFH 5 1 30%

38% “‘ecstasy”-type substances

“RESRAT SRMIBRAE I A 38%

45% amphetamines RN A & Y 45%

47% non-medical use of pharmaceutical opioids | FEEIT FH& BT H 282459038 b 47%
People who inject drugs, 2021 2021 FFESTINEEER

13.2 million people who inject drugs TR ER T N4 1,320 5

6.6 million living with hepatitis C 660 J3 A B I JH- 25

1.6 million living with HIV 160 J3 NI 334094 95 B

1.4 million living with HIV and hepatitis C
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People with drug use disorders, 2021

2021 FEMEBHREEFNR

39.5 million people
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45% over 10 years
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1in 5 in treatment
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DRUG TREATMENT
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Women in treatment, 2021
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37% Oceania

KM 37%

34% America FIM 34%
17% Europe KR 17%
9% Africa AEIH 9%
3% Asia P 3%

People under 25 years old in treatment, 2021
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South America 52%

B35 52%

Central America and the Caribbean 37%

R SERINE L 37%

Eastern and South-Eastern Europe 34%

ZRBR AN A R K 34%

Australia and New Zealand 34%

THRLK ) S R8T P 22 34%

Africa 27% AE9 27%
North America 17% Jb3& 17%
Asia 16% TEHH 16%
Western and Central Europe 14% PURRAT 1R 14%

Primary drug of people in treatment, 2021
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Oceania KPEDN

cannabis KR
amphetamine-type stimulants RN HER D 77
opioids R v 2R 25
cocaine GlRSS
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CULTIVATION SmiEER

Global cultivation LIKIETE.,

coca bush oy ]

35% between 2020 and 2021 2020 & 2021 4 Hfa] 2N 35%
opium poppy PR

28% between 2021 and 2022 2021 & 2022 a2 28%
ha coca bush, 2021 2021 4y Al 4§ A A A

315,200 315,200 2 B

ha opium poppy, 2022 2022 482 SR PR TH AR
315,800 315,800 2 i
PRODUCTION FEmESHER

Global production LERE IR

tons of pure cocaine, 2021 2021 FE2in] < K = i

2,304 between 2020 and 2021 2020 £ 2021 £ H#ATE] 2,304 ni
tons of opium, 2022 2022 FFG R e

7,800 between 2021 and 2022

2021 & 2022 43 [A] 7,800 M

Opium processed into heroin 6,077-6,384 tons
(2022)

2022 4Fhn LR R A9 F 6,077-6,384 Il

Heroin production 509-739 tons (2022)
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NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES (NPS)
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NPS on the global market
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618 NPS on the market in 2021...
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... of which 87 were newly identified NPS

------ Forh 87 Ff 9 2 W A HTRS I ot
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SEIZURES EmERBER
Trends in quantity of drugs seized SmERENY
ATS IR L DA 7
Opioids Rl v 2K 25
Cocaine RSS!
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Cannabis PN

Global quantities of drugs seized, 2021
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Change from previous year
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47 tons AT T
morphine N i

112 tons 112 g
heroin HFE A
356 tons 356 i
pharmaceutical opioids = BT 2R 259
892 tons 892 Iifi
opium VDY

2,014 tons 2,014
cannabis resin KIBRA IR
5,226 tons 5,226 Iifi
cannabis herb KR 2
2,026 tons 2,026 i
cocaine CIR NP

10 tons 10 g
“ecstasy” “HEAL”
74 tons 74 1
other ATS FAB IR LR A 71
114 tons 114 nf
amphetamine i
393 tons 393 fi
methamphetamine R e
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Measures aimed at minimizing the adverse S AE R D W T 0T A A fid R A A 23 BRI A
public health and social consequences of drug AR
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Drug-related treatment services 5 WH AT RS

Prevention of drug use programs Sl TS
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THE ILLICIT DRUG ECONOMY IEEFREF MR T RHfe EIFEMAN H At

ACCELERATES OTHER ILLEGAL k3 By %
MARKETS THAT ALSO HARM THE FATHN LR
ENVIRONMENT AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Ilegal gold mining REIER BN
Water pollution KI5 G
Illegal logging E[SRIWN
Trafficking in wildlife W is B A A )
Violence #7)

Illegal deforestation JEIERARARAR

ILLICIT DRUG ECONOMIES EEFMEAST
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BALANCING ACCESS AND SAFETY P E R E R ARG & &
WITH INTERNATIONALLY
CONTROLLED DRUGS

access and availability for medical use =T F 3 B3R BRI 5

prevention of diversion and non-medical use By 1k F AR Ry 1
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THE WORLD DRUG PROBLEM
COMMON CHALLENGE, LOCAL
DYNAMICS

R SmiEE, HEHkE, MHEEE

While cannabis trafficking and use affect all
regions worldwide, other drug issues pose
additional threats in different geographical
locations.

ECOR KRR (0 W3 A 52 i 3 4 BRI A X
s, B HC A R A ) R AE AN [R] ) s T
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high level of opioid-related overdoses
increasing use of methamphetamine

5B RGP SR AL A T R JE e AR
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cocaine use
AR A
manufacture of methamphetamine and opioids PR 5 IR AT Jre AT 25 245 0 P i s
cocaine trafficking CIRNPS)§e
cocaine production and trafficking AR R AE P ATRE
cocaine use disorders AJ R BRI o A
cocaine trafficking A IR IZE
expanding cocaine market AT RET AWK
increasing use of ATS LR 2 M8 A 7 25 0 4 7
opiates use \
Ba] 551 P A5 FH
non-medical use of tramadol SR AE g Fd
increasing cocaine trafficking AT - R 1

heroin in transit spilling over into local heroin use
high prevalence of HIV among people who inject
drugs
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use of synthetic stimulants

heroin and cocaine trafficking

high prevalence of HIV among people who inject
drugs

P A ) A
VI PR R AT R R
TESSWRRE R T R T R

expansion of NPS and synthetic drug markets
high prevalence of HIV among people who inject
drugs

opiates use

WO S R & 25T iz 9K
VESS W BE T R R e R i A
oy 771 R A5 P

opiates production, trafficking and use
increasing methamphetamine trafficking and use
high prevalence of HIV among people who inject
drugs

BT AU AR L Was AR A H
F 258 2% AT g (14 UG A5 FH A W 34
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high prevalence of opioids use
expanding ATS market

Be] P SR 250 A5 FH R 1
AN R BRI SR A 71 1 37

Captagon trafficking and use 55 Ty At AR R Wi A A
methamphetamine manufacture R DR A il i
opiates production

large methamphetamine market Gy il 7 AR

high prevalence of use of stimulants NCALIE- S S TR
(methamphetamine and cocaine)

Cocaine Gl SS|

Opioids/Opiates BT v SR 2501800 7]
Amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) RN I 7

HIV among people who inject drugs
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Amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) RN 7

Cannabis RIR

Captagon 55 Th Atk

Cocaine £ H

Khat R 5%

Methamphetamines FHEE R A %

Opiates/opioids Rl 700 /8]y 2 2540)

UN peacekeeping & E 4ERE AT 473))

UN political missions & B BUARHR 4]
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CANNABIS KR

Demand TKRIER

> Cannabis remains by far the world™s most
commonly use drug

> KRR H AT 5 b W A 75

> An estimated 219 million people used cannabis
in 2021, representing 4 per cent of the global
adult population

> 2021 FEAatFAN A 2.19 1N IKRK,
BB H 1T 4%

> The number of people who use cannabis has
increased by 21 per cent over the past decade

> fEEAAET, ARSI 7 21%

> Cannabis use remains the highest in North
America, where 17.4 per cent of the population
aged between 15 and 64 used the drug in 2021

> KIREE R R 2 AL Se e R 2021
AL X 15-64 5 N P 17.4%16 KR




> Cannabis remains the main drug of concern for
the majority of people in treatment in Africa

> fEAEM, KIRVIR A R Z BRI A SR
DI H) R

> The percentage of women among those who use
cannabis varies across regions and subregions,
from 9 per cent in Asia to 42 per cent in North
America (2021)

> F DRI IR XSO RRAS A 3 R LoV R 5 B o
FLp SEAS IR, AEIHIT 9% E) B3N 42%
(2021 4F)

Supply

HANTER

> Qualitative assessments suggest that cannabis
cultivation continued to increase in 2021,
although at a lower rate than in 2020

> BRI, KIRMETE 2021 fF4k 2k
i, REEBEART 2020 4F

> Seizures of cannabis resin dropped in 2021 after
a record high in 2020 but remained the second
highest level ever reported

> KERARMERIRELE 2020 00 F I se ¥ & e
T 2021 EWBUNEE, (HTPRRA L LORR
AR KT

> Seizures of cannabis herb declined in 2021,
after a substantial increase in 2020, which
followed a downward trend over the previous
decade driven by large decreases in seizures in
North America

> KERERIEIREAE 2020 4 KW s T
2021 FHT N, S5 EHEAIENS
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Key issues

X B o]

> Periods of lockdown during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic drove increases in the
use of cannabis, both in terms of the amount
used and frequency of use

> AR B Y (COVID-19) Kifi4T #
V] P10 s B 3 ) A SRR A P 2R s FH A% 48 i

> Cannabis accounts for a substantial share of
drug-related harm globally, owing in part to its
high prevalence of use: an estimated 41 per cent
of drug use disorder cases globally are cannabis
use disorders (2019). In 2021, around 46 per
cent of countries reported cannabis as the drug
associated with the greatest number of drug use
disorders and 34 per cent of countries reported
it as the main drug of concern for people in drug
treatment
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> There is evidence of the effectiveness of
cannabinoids in treating a few conditions but
for many other conditions the evidence is
limited. Many countries have made provisions
for the medical use of cannabis but the
regulatory approaches to medical cannabis
differ widely among those countries

> AR R YRR AR T — L850 U7 T AT
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An estimated 60 million people used opioids in
2021, representing 1.2 per cent of the global
adult population. Half of those were in South
Asia or South-West Asia

> 2021 “EA5THA 6,000 F5 AAE R F 22451,
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Of those using opioids in 2021, an estimated
31.5 million used opiates, mainly heroin

> fE 2021 SFEAEHIBT A SREMIMI NS, Al
17 3,150 J3 NAE IR 7], 5 BRI A

The global level of opioid use remained stable
in 2021, having increased slightly between
2017 and 2019

> 2021 A4 EKE R 2 25 W AT K P IR FE AR
5E, 2017-2019 FEBEA BN

About 38 per cent of all people in drug
treatment in 2021 cited opioids as their primary
drug of use

> fE 2021 SFEAZMEHRIT NPT NS E, 4
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Opioids remain the most lethal group of drugs,
accounting for two-thirds of deaths related
directly to drugs (mostly overdoses)
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The share of women among people who misuse
pharmacological opioids in 2021, compared to
most other drugs, is notably is notably high (47
per cent), whereas the overall percentage of
women among all opiates users is lower: 25 per
cent

> HRZHIHANTEFAIEL, 2021 3% R H 2
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> The global area under opium poppy cultivation

increased by 28 per cent in 2022. Opium
production decreased by 3 per cent in 2022, but
following the drug ban in Afghanistan a
substantial decrease may be expected in 2023

> 2022 FF A EREE SR AR N T 28%. 45
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Afghanistan continued to account for the
majority (80 per cent) of global illicit opium
production in 2022

> 2022 6F, B ETT YRR S A RRARER
IR (80%)

The Balkan route remains the main trafficking
route for opiates, with individual drug seizures
rebounding in 2021 after being affected by the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020

> EUURT B R LR AT AR A B R Y = RE
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Seizures of pharmaceutical opioids increased
sharply in 2021, in line with a long-term upward
trend

> 2021 4T T K252 O,
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> The two epidemics of non-medical use of

opioids, one related to fentanyls in North
America and the other to the non-medical use of
tramadol in North Africa, West Africa, the Near
and Middle East and South-West Asia, continue
to pose significant health risks

> ff R SRR T R P SRR AT, — R 5L
KHZFREA xR H—REIRE. PEE,
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In Africa, there have been signs of increases in
the non-medical use of tramadol and related
harm in recent years

> AEARY, LR R RV 2 1R
J7 R AAH 5 e 54T B 39

In North America, overdose deaths, driven by
the use of fentanyls, reached unprecedented
levels during the COVID-19 pandemic

> (EABSERIX IR, BAd A SRR e 58U
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Access to pharmaceutical opioids for pain
management and palliative care continues to
vary considerably between low- and middle-
income countries and high-income countries

> FERETS IR TR & BRI IR IR )T
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An estimated 22 million people used cocaine in
2021, representing 0.4 per cent of the global
adult population

> 2021 A5 2,200 5 NEAHFRE, &
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The Americas and Western and Central Europe
remain the two main consumer markets for
cocaine

> SEMATPE IR A RRATS IR AE AT B A 2
ZH RN

Demand in Africa and Asia has risen over the
past two decades, but regional demand remains
uneven and lack of data prevents a clear
understanding of the level of use in these two
regions
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The level of cocaine manufacture reached a new
record high in 2021 of 2,304 tons (pure cocaine)

> A RREHEKFAE 2021 L3 2,304 0
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Seizures are increasingly being carried out
closer to production sites in South America,
where the total quantity seized is now more than
three times higher than that seized in North
America

> ARIRAT BRI 2 7 W S8 PN AL M
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Cocaine is mostly being trafficked by sea and
through a wider geography of routes, with
around 90 per cent of seizures outside South
America linked to maritime trafficking

> wf KR FEEESE ERE, Wis B2
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After a halt during the COVID-19 pandemic,
the global market for cocaine has continued to
expand: use has been increasing worldwide
over the past decade and trafficking is also on
the rise, with record highs in manufacture and
seizures

> A[-REMEERTTHE COVID-19 KiniT #
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Markets for cocaine are also expanding outside
the traditional markets of North America and
Western Europe, into Africa and Asia

> Al R T 3t I AR DB SE AT KR A% St
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> New cocaine trafficking hubs have emerged
with Africa’s role in global supply on the rise

> BB AR PR RGN A A A B BT
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AMPHETAMINE-TYPE STIMULANTS (ATS)
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> An estimated 36 million people used
amphetamines in 2021, representing 0.7 per
cent of the global population

> 2021 FfhiHA 3,600 3 AAEH & Fh KA
Wz, HaBRE NHR 0.7%

> Qualitative assessments suggest an increase in
the use of amphetamines in 2021 and over the
last decade

> EMEVEESE SRR, 2021 F KOS E A
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> The prevalence of use and the number of users
of amphetamines are highest in North America,
with the second largest number of users being
in East and South-East Asia

> BT R P (R A AT AR A B N
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> An estimated 20 million people used “ecstasy’-
type substances in 2021, representing 0.4 per
cent of the global adult population

> 2021 A 2,000 75 ANfER “REsSL AL
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> Record-high quantities of amphetamine-type
stimulants) (ATS) were seized in 2021,
dominated by methamphetamine at the global
level

> 2021 558 L SR % A 7R 45 R R B g SR
Fe, AERYE A DL IR I Gy 3

> Trafficking in ATS, in particular
methamphetamine, has spread geographically,
with notable growth observed in non-traditional
markets

> RN, Rl AR, R
iz (IR AWK, AR ST -
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> The market for “captagon” in the Near and
Middle East continues to flourish, with seizures
reaching a record high in 2021

> GEARMTIR CERAA” CGFiBO T
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> Seizures suggest a shift in the manufacture of
methamphetamine towards the wuse of
precursors of 1-phenyl-2-propanone (P-2-P)
and away from the use of ephedrine and
pseudoephedrine, although the use of the latter
two substances remains widespread

> LEIRIE BRI,  H IR T i 174 ) 3 A )
A 1-FE-2-5F (P-2-P) Rifk, WA
A5 FH JRR B TR A0 Oy BRSSP b R
A FHATS SR AR A ik

Key issues

Ko R

> The gender gap in treatment is particularly
acute for women who use ATS, as women
account for almost one in two users of
amphetamines but only one in four people in
treatment for ATS-use disorders

> JHCEE IR YT U7 T (A1 T 22 O A P R A i S
P A LR BCH M B, PRSI &L
S RIR AL 1) oy 2 —, {HAE
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> Methamphetamine manufacture and use have

continued to spread beyond the traditional
markets for the drug, namely East and South-
East Asia and North America, most notably into
South-West Asia, Europe and Africa

> PP L R i ) o 3 NS Y 40k 4 S B 1% 7
m RFE G T 2 4, B AR LA 25 B 0 & b
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The increase in the use and manufacture of
methamphetamine in Afghanistan is of growing
concern in South-West Asia, where trafficking
in the substance is expanding beyond this
region
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NEW PSYCHOACTIVE SUBSTANCES (NPS)
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> The level of use of new psychoactive | > FrAUEMIEED L CHARE S I1E A

substances (NPS) is lower than that of drugs
under international control

KPR T 52 [ B8 il 1) 25 it

NPS were used in most countries in 2021

> Hr AU TEYI BT 2021 SR AE K 2 BUE AR
H

The limited data available, mainly from high-
income countries, suggest that the most
commonly used NPS are synthetic cannabinoid
receptor agonists (“synthetic cannabinoids™)
and ketamine

> FERAMBAEZAREEERY, &
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Use of NPS may be decreasing in North
America and Europe, but Eastern Europe, Asia
and, possibly, Africa are likely experiencing
mid-term increases in use

> EALSCRTRRYN, B RS i 1 0 S 1 £k P
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Many users of NPS use them unknowingly,
consuming the substances as adulterants or in
place of other drugs, sometimes with fatal
consequences

> HURS IS A BV 22 40 P 2 E AN R 1S D
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> Seizures of plant-based NPS, dominated by

kratom and khat, continued to fall in 2021 from
the record high of 2019

> DRI R 25 g S AR A 1 BT R A
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A total of 44 countries reported seizures of
synthetic NPS in 2020 and 2021, up from 36
countries a decade earlier. These seizures were
small and most commonly involved ketamine,
followed by synthetic cathinones and
cannabinoids

> 2020 “FEAI 2021 18], A 44 AE KA
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The number of different NPS on the market
increased from 555 NPS identified in 2020 to
618 in 2021, of which 87 were identified for the
first time

> H AT B A R R ET RORS fh v R T =
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Increases were reported in almost all categories
other than NPS opioids, while the number of
fentanyl analogues on the market decreased
slightly in 2021

> BRHT RS IS R R A Bl SR 2 2 A
JUF-Frfr R 2435 B N, 1Mo 2021 4
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> Control systems have succeeded in containing | > & il fill B B T Hb 8 1] T 57 R #4914 4 S5

the spread of NPS in high-income countries but
the geographical reach of NPS trafficking
continues to expand
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In some subregions, such as Eastern Europe and
Central Asia, NPS have become a major
problem

> FEZRBRAN AL AR — SR X A, B R
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The use of ketamine, which is still among the
most used drugs in East and South-East Asia,
may be spreading in several subregions; the
drug is used both on its own or as part of drug
mixtures, the content of which is largely
unknown to users
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REGION-BY-REGION DEVELOPMENTS INBRIEF | & X184 BEh7S B /v

AFRICA e
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> Use of cannabis is particularly high in West and | > PG AEAT AR R KRR F R 45 70 =, 2021 4F

Central Africa, with a past-year prevalence of
use in 2021 of nearly 10 per cent (30 million
people), largely reflecting the prevalence of
cannabis use in Nigeria
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The 2021 estimated prevalence of use of
opioids (1.2 per cent) is also high in the
subregion. Non-medical use of tramadol
remains a threat, in particular in North, West
and Central Africa

> IR X 2021 Ry S B Al AT
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The majority of opioid users in other parts of
Africa are opiate users, mostly of heroin and, in
a few countries, of codeine and opium
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Cocaine use appears to be generally increasing
across the continent, in particular in West and
Southern Africa, as shown by the number of
people in drug treatment, although related data
are scarce
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Whereas the use of khat, a plant-based NPS, is
widespread in East Africa, the use of synthetic
NPS is most commonly reported in Southern

> fi g (RS RS S R 5D 1
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Africa but data regarding both instances are
scarce
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> Of the 980,000 persons who inject drugs in
Africa, over 100,000 (11.3 per cent) are living
with HIV. Within the region, Southern Africa
has the highest prevalence of persons who inject
drugs among the population (0.18 per cent) and
the highest prevalence of HIV among persons
who inject drugs (21.9 per cent)

> FEAEWN 98 JI KRR EE T, A 10 %
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> North Africa is a hub for interregional cannabis
resin trafficking to Western Europe

> bR A P BRI KRR AR R DX 3R] AR A e
J b\

> Africa accounted for half of the quantities of
pharmaceutical opioids seized worldwide
between 2017 and 2021, largely due to the non-
medical use of tramadol

> A 2017-2021 4R ERZE SR 122 FH BT
RAGMBEN—F, FTEZHTHSZH
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> Most cocaine in Africa is seized near the coast.
The region, in particular West Africa, is used as
a trans-shipment area for cocaine from South
America destined for Europe

> AR IR 2 BT DR R A A I 7 B 2
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> Heroin from South-West Asia is trafficked
through all of Africa’s subregions, often
through East Africa as an entry point, onward to
other markets in Africa and consumer markets
in Western and Central Europe

> K 7 R I RE A AR I A R X
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> Africa has a large gender gap in the use of
drugs, with one woman for every nine men
using cannabis

> AR YN AE B b A8 7 T A AR AR KR 1k S 2=
5t WCRRRE 5 et iy Ju b —

> The majority of people treated for drug use
disorders in Africa are under the age of 35

> fEAEM, K2 EE 2 BRI IR T I NAE
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> Cannabis and opioids are the drugs for which
most people with drug use disorders seek
treatment in Africa

> RRAIRAT B 2 26 42 AR K 22 B0 2 9 i
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> Africa remains a key trafficking region for
cocaine in West Africa, heroin in East Africa
and cannabis, mostly produced within the
region
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> The opioid epidemic related to the non-medical
use of tramadol continues to pose significant
health risks, with treatment demand for
tramadol use disorders increasing in some
countries in Africa

> 5l 2 AR BT 8 A SR B A SR 25 Wi
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Xt it 22 WRCEE AR AR YT 7 5K H B 0




>

With an average of eight standard daily doses
per million of the population in 2021, West and
Central Africa remains the subregion with the
lowest access to internationally controlled
medicines for pain management and palliative
care, compared with 28,868 standard daily
doses per million of the population in North
America
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The prevalence of persons who inject drugs
living with HIV is of particular concern in
Southern Africa

> {5 SOBEI G (R S R L I R AE R
R ICHS N K]

AMERICAS =S|
Demand FKRIER
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3.3 per cent of the adult population reporting
past-year use (10.9 million users) in 2021
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South and Central America and the Caribbean
are the subregions with the highest proportion
of people in drug treatment owing to the use of
cocaine products worldwide
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Non-medical use of pharmaceutical stimulants
is higher in the Americas than in other regions

> SEMARER YT 8 259 2% A 70 10 Le o) sy 1 3L
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There has been a significant increase in the
number of people in treatment for
methamphetamine disorders in North America
in recent years, in particular in Mexico
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The prevalence of persons who inject drugs in
North America is high, with 1.0 per cent of the
population (3.4 million people) estimated to
inject drugs in 2021; however, the estimated
prevalence of HIV among persons who inject
drugs (7 per cent) is well below the global
average
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Supply ISR
> Interceptions of cannabis are declining | > RAEFILFERMATIZRBIE K, (HIZIKIX

substantially in North America despite a rapidly
growing cannabis market, as cannabis
interdiction has become less of a priority
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The manufacture of cocaine in South America
reached a record high in 2021 of 2,304 tons
(pure cocaine)
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Cocaine seizures have shifted closer to
production sites in South America, where total

> AR E O A R SR A e A
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quantities seized are now more than three times
larger than those in North America

Most of the methamphetamine manufactured in
North America is for consumption within that
subregion.  Seizure data suggest that
laboratories may be becoming larger and their
output increasing, although the number of
laboratories is likely decreasing

> AL S PN IE [ I S P S R 0 F %R
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Seizures of methamphetamine in North
America reached a record high in 2021, despite
the short-term disruptions of the market at the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
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> The opioid epidemic

related to illicitly
produced fentanyls in North America has been
driving the number of overdose deaths to record
highs, with an acceleration during the COVID-
19 pandemic

> HAbSEAEEA ISR e LRI 2 2h
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The gender gap in cannabis use is closing in
North America, where the level of use of the
drug is particularly high
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The Americas are affected by increasing
cocaine trafficking, with record levels of
manufacture of the drug in South America
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Illicit drug economies, converging crimes,
population displacement and conflict are
accelerating environmental devastation and
degrading human rights, in particular in
vulnerable groups in parts of the Amazon Basin
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The methamphetamine market is expanding in
North America alongside an increase in
methamphetamine-related harms, reflected in
hospitalizations, drug treatment and overdose
deaths
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> Over half the estimated number of people who

use opioids globally are in Asia (1.1 per cent of
the region’s population), with the prevalence of
opioid use in 2021 in South-West Asia being
one of the highest worldwide (3.2 per cent)
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Methamphetamine is the main drug of concern
in East and South-East Asia, whereas opiates, in
particular opium and heroin, predominate in
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South-West Asia and in South Asia, and
“captagon” in the Near and Middle East
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Methamphetamine use has risen in Afghanistan
in recent years and accounts suggest that use of
methamphetamine and “captagon” tablets is
rising in South-West Asia and countries in the
Gulf, although no recent estimates are available
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> East and South-East Asia has a long- | > ZRIEAIAR A — 4K BALEAE & & E AE
established market for the non-medical use of =T g

ketamine

> The gender gap in drug use is the largest in | > WREE4T Jy I A 22 PR AE Wl B K, AE 3 5

Asia, where 91 in every 100 people who used
cannabis in the past year are men
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Asia accounts for the largest number of

people who inject drugs worldwide (5.2 million in
2021) and, within that group, of those living with
hepatitis C (2.8 million); the highest prevalence of
HIV among people who inject drugs is in South-
West Asia (29.3 per cent)
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The production of opiates declined slightly in
2022 in South-West Asia but increased in
South-East Asia, with these two subregions
accounting for roughly 90 per cent of global
opiate production
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There are indications that methamphetamine
manufacture has increased in Afghanistan in
recent years
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The market for “captagon” in the Near and
Middle East continues to flourish, with seizures
reaching a record high in 2021
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There is  substantial manufacture  of
methamphetamine in  South-East  Asia.
Methamphetamine seizures in South-East Asia
continued to rise rapidly in 2021 but continued
to decrease in East Asia
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Cocaine seizures suggest a geographical
expansion in the trafficking of cocaine to Asia,
with large seizures made in the region during
the period 2019-2021
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The 2022 opium production in Afghanistan was
at a high level but the effects of the drug ban,
announced in Afghanistan in April 2022,
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including its application and enforcement,
remain to be seen for the 2023 opium harvest.
Changes in opium production in Afghanistan
will have implications for opiate markets in
virtually all regions of the world

2023 FAG ol B T L . B E RS A
72 B AR AR X S LT B A X S B A
FT 3777 A S

The market for methamphetamine
manufactured in Afghanistan is expanding to
South-West Asia and beyond
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The methamphetamine market continues to | > FHIEEIRN & TTIAHTE 4/ W4k 229 K
expand in South-East Asia
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appears to be increasing
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“Captagon” tablets manufactured in the Levant
continue to supply large consumer markets in
countries in the Gulf
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The opioid crisis related to the non-medical use
of tramadol in North and West Africa also
extends to the Near and Middle East
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South-West Asia has one of the highest levels
of prevalence of opioid use and of people who
inject drugs living with HIV
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> Western and Central Europe remains the second

largest cocaine market worldwide
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Amphetamine is the second most used stimulant
in Western and Central Europe after cocaine
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Recent trends point to an increase in
methamphetamine use in the region
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Europe remains a major consumer market for
“ecstasy”
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Opioids remain the main drug type for which
people are in drug treatment in Europe but
cannabis follows closely and is more common
among those being treated for the first time
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Use of NPS, which appears to remain contained
in Western and Central Europe, seems to be
increasing in Eastern Europe, where it has
become a major concern
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Eastern Europe has the highest prevalence of
persons who inject drugs (1.3 per cent in 2021)
as well as of persons who inject drugs living
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with HIV (25.4 per cent) and hepatitis C
worldwide

Supply

(ISP

> Trafficking in cannabis herb remains mostly an
intraregional issue in Western and Central
Europe; there are substantial imports of
cannabis resin into the subregion from North
Africa
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> Western and Central Europe remains a hub for
the manufacture of synthetic drugs, in particular
“ecstasy” and amphetamine, although there are
signs of an expansion in methamphetamine
manufacture in the subregion
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> Darknet drug markets continued to expand in
2021, largely due to Hydra Market, the world’s
largest Russian -language darknet market until
it was dismantled in April 2022
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> The long-term trend of increasing cocaine use
came to a halt in 2020 during the initial stages
of the COVID-19 pandemic but appears to have
rebounded in 2021 and 2022 in Western and
Central Europe
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> There has been an increase in the number of
people in treatment for cannabis use disorders
in Western and Central Europe; almost half of
people accessing drug treatment services for the
first time in 2020 were being treated for
cannabis use
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> In Eastern Europe, the NPS market expanded in
2021, likely owing to the expansion of online
supply, in particular of cathinones

> FERRK, Fr ARSI T 41 2021 4
AR K, ARER BT AR BN R,
R ) 2 P

> The prevalence of persons who inject drugs
living with HIV and hepatitis C are a key
concern in Eastern Europe
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> Past-year use of cocaine in the subregion of
Australia and New Zealand remains the highest
worldwide
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> Consumption of cocaine (based on wastewater
analysis) is lower than in other parts of the
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world, suggesting that most users of cocaine are
occasional users

> Past-year use of “ecstasy” in the subregion of
Australia and New Zealand remains by far the
highest worldwide; this is consistent with
MDMA levels found in wastewater analysis
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> Cannabis use is significantly higher than the
global average, with prevalence of use
exceeding 10 per cent in the subregion of
Australia and New Zealand
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> Seizures of heroin, morphine and cocaine
increased in Oceania in 2021
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> Overall methamphetamine seizures declined in
2021 but remained at a high level
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> Methamphetamine is both produced within
Oceania and imported to the region from East
and South-East Asia and North America. Data
up to 2020 suggest that seizure quantities of
methamphetamine manufactured from P-2-P
precursors increased, suggesting an increase in
the importance of imports of the drug from
North America
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> Methamphetamine has become the main drug of
concern in Oceania, as over 40 per cent of those
in drug-related treatment in Australia and New
Zealand are being treated for methamphetamine
use disorders
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> The annual prevalence of methamphetamine
use in the general population of Australia has
fallen but among users consumption has
become more intensive and is causing greater
harm to health
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> Woastewater analysis data show an increase in
methamphetamine consumption in Australia up
until April 2020, followed by a decline over the
period 2020-2022, possibly linked to the
COVID-19 pandemic
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> People in drug-related treatment in the
subregion of Australia and New Zealand are
relatively young, in particular in Australia,
where almost two-thirds are under the age of 35
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and a relatively high proportion, about 17 per
cent, are aged 19 or younger

The prevalence of cannabis uses among school | > K¥EM 15-16 % 2EAL 24 Fr i B KRR H V7T
students aged 15-16 is also relatively high in TR WA S, N 17%, AR5
Oceania, at 17 per cent, compared with the 1N 5.3%

global average of 5.3 per cent
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