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Abstract: y-Hydroxybutyric acid is an endogenous substance, which has been used in clinical prac-
tice since the 1960s, and has attracted extensive attention due to its recreational misuse. In this pa—
per, the metabolism and transformation in vivo, properties and applications of y-hydroxybutyric acid
have been carried on the simple overview. In addition, the recent development of research in pre—
treatments and analysis methods for determination of GHB in biological samples has been reviewed in
details, as well as the latest research progress of cut-off values of y-hydroxybutyric acid in vivo, in
order to provide a reference or model for forensic science field to deal with related cases.
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yF 5 TR y-Hydroxybutyrate, GHB) 2 77AE TR ZHOHFL AN N i) —Fh A BEE BT, el sk 1k
Fi 2218 5y T HR( y-Aminobutyric acid, GABA) 74z ( /1) ", FERSRIBLTT RS20, bk
G, 7R LR FGE RO 2 o BAR GHB R 1T T R AR PRI AR G0 J5e B RNTNS 5 % 75 oG
(93697, (AABIRA T4 A GHB Joth. Jobk RS WE it ol b ir 2 it sl ok b, 1%
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TEAR R BERIE BRI RS, LU GHB AICZ RIS, B B4 FL iRk i o
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ARG BRI RG 30 B, LT RE 7 2 T T B 04 P T B L A 2 AR o A el 5 2 338 ok PR T
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WMLk, AR T V2 N 25 R A ST o 20 fiE2d 90 ARARLICK, GHB 3% (25 ¥y 4 B i
2A0514-( Drug facilitated sexual assault, DFSA) #i3E#£, FET 2001 4E 5 AW HH R =20 #2549
HEATHIE
1.2 GHB KRR REL

GHB ZEAR P A FIHE B AR %k, HR 15 ~30 min J5 BIA] R FERN, RFLLAT A3k 6 h, 7E 8 ~
12 h Py, JREANIN A GHB Bk B2 AT [ 22 IR MK o 95% DL E 1) GHB 38 ik — 551 Bk A7 Q5
it GHB i S i A A iU HARR “F 1% ( Succinic semialdehyde, SSA) , fif— 202810 BEHARR - FE I S
GG BRI, 2 i R IR A I AR AK , 5% LR B9 GHB 28 SR kH ™ (B 1) .

TESLPRR BRI &, B GHB DR ZEZIIE ", EILATERY T y-T Wl yButyro-
lactone, GBL) #11, 4-] —fiE( 1, 4-Butanediol, 1, 4-BD) Joik BRI, WHEWRETER N R E LK
GHB R HEEMEAE A . GBL AI 38 o 85 4 Mt 1 78 iR il 77 A6 o8 GHB, S ZEBPE 2510, 38 2 7K A e 1k ok
GHB: etk 21 F, GHB af LUt i 43 P Ak S B % 4k GBLUY o 1, 4-BD Wi i 2, W fii S i
( Alcohol dehydrogenase, ADH) %51k Ky y—% 3k T % ( gamma-Hydroxybutyraldehyde) , 538 i3 £ [ i & B
( Aldehyde dehydrogenase, ALDH) fZ%4k > GHB"™ ([ 1) .

Urine /\/\/()H
T HO

excrelion
[H7] 1.4-BD

0 [OH] { J.\DH
. L. ALDH
P e 1IHW "“/\/\ﬂ/

GBL GHB gamma-Hydroxy—

butyraldehyde
SSA || GHB
reductase || dehydrogenase
GABA

SSA
. OH  dehydrogenase OH
/\/Y ransaminase J\/\H/ HO

GABA

Suceinic acid

. |' Tricarboxylic ; o/
COHLO .‘ neid cre

Bl 1 GABA (Rfi . GHB (Rl S H w4 ST 15 Ak

Fig. 1 Degradation of GABA, metabolism of GHB and transformation of its precursors
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2.1 S &Ed GHB gpi&bIE 7%

HAT, ARG GHB [ RTAL B )y v VR R (8 RO IRE: A ZE L/ AR M O 4y
F TS AL R A AL S
2.1.1 UiEZEAE  Shima 2" ZERBURNT 9 GHB iF, Xt H T RO AEEL. 15 HI % BUM UL 3 8 1
HIRCR, RBIVIVEER (X GHB AYERIUSCR i RS . B R B (35 43 i R o WA B A 90 3 70 A
[, VUREE AT A AN BRI UTIEE A 3 Aok, Hoh 2 g™ . wEE . E A
K- FEE(3 097, PRBLEL) Y S LA R W . Meyer 257 0 2,0 FH T BRIV RIN 3K e & 1. B
RS SRR AT A AR R = SRR L) = B ( BSTFA) YR A HEF AT AR AL,y
B . Bosman 25 FE MM HIMAS B MR, — WK MESER T UT3EE (A GHB B NREE L. A HLE A
- T ) 6 ) T30 3 26 £ DA S GHB f9 EINCR . Johansen 25 " y Ak HY B T4 A0 ULIE & 1, GHB
[ SRISCRAE 92% LA L, 7 Risp LA ISR . BeAh, TR BRRR B T VE R 4% Fl AR W0 (R T i 25 1 14
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AR . CHB 2 —Fh 57K (RS SRR A, RFIUTFESE (1 T J2 B8 LV 03 P77 ) 45
SEFTHE, WA B BRIBE S, R R A AT AR AL B s

2.1.2 WREEGE RORAEEE R YRE S th GHB B3 FHRTAb 7 1, % UL I 26 BUA R 2.1
LS 5 BT IEMBERIE CBe S GHB %) B T 4 TOR A6 0% B AR IBO8 I T MERE , 5T A5
2SR ] R 7 23 5 GHB {EA HUM VA AR BE . AR 5 R . IR R R AEBUA . pH B AL
B, DK T GHB AL A L i Th P4 T (2 GHB MK AR A HLAR 06 R . DT 3K 75 fk
FER AU AN BEE . De Paoli 45 ' 7E LUV RE & /P A GHB B, BN A 1 mL #1058 1k 5 5% wh
WS pHE, DL ZTR B RAEBOAT, B GHB 2B HLE P AT 40T I A AN 4d 4k
e O W R SR B T 2SS AT A0 T AR K AR B0 S T O BE L B KA M AT 0 A T e AR A 7 1
WIS oAb, FEFRWRS LI RILIA P A E R ke B R R BE AR GHB YRR LA i vy 35, o T {12
GHB A HLZHR ™ .

FEYIRESL T Eg GHB A ] (NEE AL GBL J5 HEAT WO FE I, % PR ZEBOA R M ke S0
P MRS R A A Y GBL & R AR TR AL, AT LS AT i B fe KA v, WO R
BORF o L@ 7T I A SRAREER TR, S S Il TR 6 28 o i s 0 Ak N TR AV YR 1 v 42
% GBL BIMICR . WA BUT , SBW HRSWITE L, HR LI, MR AR ST, HARRRE A%
T, XEFEA CBL WSk, 778K E TR b2kt £K . Ferrara 252 75 2 B AR W
() GHB B, 43 3 i) b A v8 s SRR AR IR R AL . BV AE 80 °C A 20 min, ¥ GHB 4k i
B GBL, JEII AR FRRAC I, B S BUILE AR ES O 5 A HUETE 35 °C /K I AR AU IR
B GE ERAARN 0.2 mL, B T GBL [t BERI:

VA O R S 3 (B AT AL I v, AR, (HIRBEMER s . BAER TR, LAk,

B T YRR, BN T i) AN 25 Sl AR .
2.1.3 FEEEE/ERMERE 8 TcBBAFEBUR LR T GHB (% I E AN ZE 0L, Hats
LG FARMERU T, BIEAL. FRE. JRUERIVED . TR, GHB MR SLA 7, AEwT IE A
IR BR300 I B o IR R, 5 PR R 45 5 A5 WL 43 2 e TR 7 pHL (LS L PR 7 A 435 1
HUAE, DASCELSRTE pH (T GHB B AR B . i JH R P 9 700 T 6F GHB 3 B e T ok ™7 < Elian
S SRR P G GHB I, SR B 8 Fas bl AT AR AR I, 26 B9 Tk A0 Y B Ak /NEE . A Ay
A7 VKRR T BEAE v ), B AR ZE R Ve GHB, W R VEMiW . 62 2 THE. MM E 5 4
Mr, GHB BYRISCERT 75% o ehh, BEAHZEBCGE nlE 308 i B e AE b, FRACXT GHB il %2 i 1
fto Serensen 45 SR FI CX EARAEHAL 4L GHB 4 M IRBUAR P IO THT, BeBR S 2GRS 5%
AN R, SRR BN Ay R T GHB FYIETE , BRI T Rk

T £ 8 AR 26 S0 At B A, T A 25 B ( SPMEE) B B 28 5 F T IR h GHB (19 2 L. Brown
25 B0 SR ) SPME Y $R IR T B GHB I, X AETRNT 1]« A€ IR E AR IR 18] o Wi s HEA T Ak, 2R
15 (Y AL A A RIS H0CH 90 °C FAEHL 20 min, 76225 CHY GC PERERS PRI 1 min. %724
AR A G A ML, T R0 6 5 A 00 0 T S 2T A A R S e O B AR - S0t
VETR (1 SOR A O AH LG, TR E I/ [ R A B0 7T LUK o 7 (8 b4 ML GHB, WICR o 5, 5
S A S S e, S T OREAKIN A G AR A IO B R, A .

2.2 HYiEmAT GHB il A&

EYIRE R T GHB BRI 77 4 B4 fh2% B (53 Chemical chromogenic) . “AH 3 — Fiiliik( GC -
MS) . SAREIE - BT GC - MS/MS) | WA @35 - BT ( LC — MS/MS) 45, PRI 1.
2.2.1 #4xREE EROECTZHTAME RS e, 7T LSEH R bR
Yo AL R IE , FEA AR, BRAERIEA, RO B0 T I A HR A BT A 45 . BRE, Silvia
4 HGE T PRI OB AL S R, TS T (AL ST ORI RS T Y GHB, MR RS Y
BR324 0. 131 0. 12 wmol /L, FLILAR T4 WLAA & h GHB ARIBR o« %07 Wb etk i, R A%
Bes . AT N TEMRES
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F 1 AEWHES D GHB Iy ik

Table 1  Detection methods for determination of GHB in biological sample

Detection Sample preparation Matrix LOD( mg/L) Ref.
Chemical chromogenic Without the need for sample preparation Urine 100 (31]
Chemical chromogenic Without the need for sample preparation Urine 500 [32]

GC - MS Two-step SPE Urine 0.1 (33]

GC - MS LLE Blood, urine 0.03 (34]

GC - MS/MS Anion exchange SPE Hair - (35]
GC - MS/MS LLE Blood, urine 0. 005 [36]
UHPLC - MS/MS LLE Plasma, urine, cerebrospinal fluid, hair 0.2 [37]
UHPLC - MS/MS Volumetric microsampling and extracted by acetonitrile Blood 0.25 (38]

SPE: solid-phase extraction; LLE: liquid - liquid extraction; LOD: limit of detection

2.2.2 SiE@E -FikE  GC - MS B2 CHB % BRI Jr i, HERAER S, Zed iAEEAE,
BRIk 0. 1 mg/L, ALV PRV LT b Y U E GHB f A& I 23R ( pg/mL) - GHB 1E43 7
AT HEAT WA AL, — RAERR A T AT NI AL R, — 2 S A AL i AT 4 A Al
Bi, W 2.t FRATAAL R I T S 0T 4 i, BRAR T oAt , DT 7T 418 125 4 R M L 3 B 0%
S T 5 ) R O RE R #E  « Kaiting 25 Y SR GC - MS S G FE 5 £ W) OB FI 4141 i) GHB,
SEATUUTEE (IR REE RRY, AR BN UIRER], 20 =W SERELEE) =9 2 WEle( BSTFA, & 1% =
SRR TMCs) ) f LIS AP0, GC = MS UGBTI 4 11.98 min, MR R K 0. 12 mg/L, &
IR M 0.41 mg/L, KEBE/NT 15% .

OH +Acid 0
H()/\/Y B ———

0

GHB GBL
J— =g
OB}  Derivatization reagents £777 OfR2!
E “,h W L] +Derivatization reagents ?1*)W [
0 0
GHB Derivatives of GHB

K12 GHB MR i 77 2 Ry R2 245500 17 A WLy SE )
Fig.2  Two chemical modification strategies of GHB( R1 and R2 are the groups that are formed)

2.2.3 SKHEBHE - BERIEE GC-MS/MS L kil HArb & Wntse BT 5 weE 1, 446
FTHEACI , AT v R B N R SR B OB iy, Xk B A B K T3 i B R o i o A Rl
FEXT MR~ PRIGSEFETT /38, GC - MS/MS 3 m] LIBGEIETE , Mo RMIREIGE T4, e, b
GC - MS HEH HAL# . Meng 45 #5773k & GHB (1920 BRI M4 HiL( DLLME) 254 GC - MS/MS ¥
Kl 5, DL GHB - D6 SHNbR, JNABFR S 21, 8 pH (HE 4.3, HLBR TR,
2 BSTFA fiiE AL J5 40 B, sk &+ GHB B S AIRAE B4 0. 01 ng/mg, £ & i ol = K 70. 6% ~
88.5% , AHXFRUEMm2ZE/NT 4. 9% o

2.2.4 WHHEBE - BEFKREE LC-MS/MS B HA & RHBE . EMHARERE, CL8Ch GHB IR
RIR] 3 S A AT ) T B R o U HAE e R rf GHB R LR AR AT B[R] 477 . {UH GC -
MS. GC - MS/MS Xk LA — R M 58 i 2 3B i g A il o 17 LC — MS/MS & 7] DL aef 46 B sl i i vk ot 2
J¥, TERIR T R A RS2 8 GHB R AR it GBL F1 1, 4-BD (43 g5, FEJp i 2SI
f. HEWFSE " #SL T RIH GHB S5 A & 1, 4-BD. GBL fy LC - MS/MS #:illi%, LA GHB - D6.
WGHE( MOR) - D3 JyMA5, PREEZH EDIVER G/ 455 8/, GHB. 1, 4-BD il GBL £ ! fR
3R 0. 1. 0.1, 2 mg/L, #EWIEEH 87.6%~98. 1% , H PN K H S EL/NT 15% .

3 &¥tEm GHB HEMR
GHB /N FH R, A6 TR oME HEIES BRSSPI rh ", Hov FE 1 — i PR 1 30



492 AT A 5540 &

GHB 7E/R IS R AGF 2210100, AN A B9 GHB A AR [0 ) MK . il GHB (G I BRZ 5 h,
FRAES R ZY 12 h, KRR M4, X153 GHB ARG D175, AN AR 8
PR GHB RS 3. BF5E &8, AWUASET S, #ukhrh GHB By BE 2T, Elliowt 258 A3k J2& /i
TSR A TR R T PR, T Moriya 25 ) A BE T I 40 8 (0 BE A% S 50 T GHB 938 I 7EvkBER %
WhoErh, ZFE RSt GHB WREERAS Ak . 03T e LA e A2 A 45 At GHB, 1iif HL TG
Wl . ST LRER A, (EAERES D BT X A3 SRR A R N 5 A (AR AE IS 7 4E) 19 GHB 19
{1 cut-off) LK [ E B4R FR 22 2 28 B R R T (10 4 5 )

3.1 Mmi%s GHB HE{EHHR

A7 B FRA I R DK 100 a0 100 25 160 B0RE 5 T A 3 A5 AR A 9 GHB ¥k JE 4 B9 {84 50 mg/
L Kintz 2" 4630 T 71 BI7C GHB $EARYR 6], FET-45 7 4G =22 [l A if 18] AL 12 b 51 72 h R 45,
25 LAE 71 KGR L34S T GHB, YRV 0.4 ~409 mg/L, EE/MTE 10 ~40 mg/L JuEA, H
HA 14 R BE 3 SO me /L, XAl AERAMAE R E HIEIS TR . Korb 45 X 387 4363 ( 5 273,
2 114, JE GHB #EA) I GHB (s BEMEATIGIN , KA sl 46 < 10 mg/L (9 5 1 18% ( 68 1) . 16
110 ~50 mg/L f) ity 73% (283 f9l) . #th 51 ~193 mg/L B 5 Hh 9% (36 ) o HARABA 9% ke
A GHB ¥ =51 mg/L, fH2 GHB A A H alihi <50 mg/L f L1535 91% , BfE—E PR b 3%
T 50 mg/LAENFEIS GHB BN . J5RVFZRFSE 5 1 R i A B8 J5 REAR (A BTG GHB 3R A) 114
I FRIRUMLE H GHB vk BE KT, 3 SR BB A s 4R T R B 2% . A Castro 285" 344 T
32 475 GHB 5 AFEH 421 GHB (v BE /K-, BET R K 22 18] 4 i ] I BRI 76 5 d AP, 45 R &
JFFA il GHB ) B2 52 1E A5 /0 A0 ELAG H R I T 30 mg/L, Wk BEVEIRIZE 1. 82 ~22. 60 mg/L 2 Ji] ,
SEHME S 8. 43 mg/L, %A 7.06 mg/L. Ha 254630 T 348 {76 GHB #E AFEH LIEINL GHB Bk
K, A 39 BRI GHB, ¥R EEVEFEITE 10. 4 ~62. 16 mg/L 2 1], {4k 22.45 mg/L.
AR TG AR GHB e /K F, 4 Busardo 2652 W52 T 20 4 JC GHB £ A 0 Wi 5L 01 404 1l
W GHB (g I P ok B 7K, HE L BIAE 0.21 ~ 1.52 me/L Z 8], “FE3{E 4 0.57 mg/L. Liakoni
45 5416 4452183 TR GHB( 50 mg/kg) 1 h #13 h J5 R MBAEA AT, 45 E5% 1 h f13 h 50
WA GHB ¥ B A i 8030 83. 1 meg/L( JEFE A 54 ~ 110 mg/L) F124. 4 mg/L( JEFE N 7.2 ~49.7 mg/
L) o PLEBORDII, U5 RES 5% RS GHB (MR GG — S, HW 3 2 0] (9 B (0 5 1)
ABRMART . HAh, FCIE MLRRE S WO 5 T 4R 45 JL i 5 -

3.2 R GHB H{EHMR

[l B B2 23 TUTOX) AR GHB #e B2 B BI{E 4 10 mg/Lo XIBEFEEE S MlsE T 121 4 h E
JE R B PR T PR YE GHB B, FIME N 0.2 mg/L, KR 1.9 mg/L, 1E& NN RAE
THMEH 10 mg/L BYATF71E. Andresen 255 35 T 50 4475 GHB BEA A GIRIIREE, 50 £33 bRAE A P54
GHB ik E5E N 0. 64 ~4. 20 mg/L, SEIE N 1. 21 mg/L, K 0. 96 mg/Lo FET X s dE, /e
F AR P GHB Y JE (9 BN M 10 mg/L [ % 6 mg/L, LIkt Hh AR B PE4:

HEWFAE 2347 T 40 476 GHB 4R ARYK IR F IRIEHEAS, IR GHB BV Jy( 1. 35 £0. 74) mg/L.
Jarsiah 25 T 132 4476 GHB #EA B R P i GHB, 45 5 % 30 HG oA Y e 22 3 B 0. 03 ~
1.94 mg/Le SXPFIALERL/NT 6 mg/L, AL T LR PIF R ME. A GHB HEA MM K F,
Kiiting 25 " 423 7 — 1] 40 % GHB & BE M B MR, 2R OIETERTZY S h #E A% GHB [k, K
FUIG R GHB B 3 864 mg/L, %A VL e T LR B, 4 GHB ;T i BT M451E. Darke
4155 49367 26 K GHB 45 ABIERRE BIR R H GHB (93 BE, FLrh(igch 297 me/L, HeBETE I H 8 ~
6 176 mg/L, JEEBSEEW K, FAM S OB HAR 2 20 5L 1, (EAFA W T 8 mg/L, 3%
F FIRBIE N 6 mg/Lo {H Mari 25 4§ [y J& GHB #5935 % AT 50, & BT GHB E itk
ATIATT 259000 30 BIRINE#  A 36. 6% B FRIH GHB YRS ) 2. 75 ~7. 80 mg/L, ST
ERBE, R T AR Y LA R L SR o R R RIS A B A — 2 25 5 (B R ZRUR
W R YE GHB BVR BEHRTE 10 mg/L LI Y™, SUURN g, A G — B BRI - 5 MR RE
ML, RGP 2D, FERTARIE. At ER . 550 P oA B BRI SOrE Seprdp el f i
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ST REHCRE PRBEAE 8, AR THERR T, SR 0bH)
4 R B

HA, AR GHB A I AT 2 Flairab BRI 52 7735 . FOXSe 77 kA GHB S it R 2 [l il 1
SRR TP AE IRIE AT 9 50 . GHB (9 175 35 ERA0HE: T TR ADLIE i sl o M ) R4 00 5
R PR HE TR I I A2 B 220 2 /N PR IR P2 B AT B I 2 BT e 9 7 326 %8 03 A B M A1 A 20
BORAARKRN - )5, FERB G FAMAER R )T, o IR PR g T30 A S A 5
(Y BT 55

TEBERL A I B PR AN DO 2T RERS A I R R i GHB B, IR ZERAG I 45 R 45 HH 1E
WS, LUERENS X TN NIEME GHB o KA WIS S 75 FoAT AR 5 50— 1) 0 B 25 1 IR LA
FET AL GHB A MER Y, (ESCHR P @ WU B A R KIS H M E. B A HX e
GHB Y B{EEAF Y« PRSI sy ARy Moy JZ2RAET-S SUIN . SEJ IR il 3% Be g 1 Y
JE AR J R B A 2 AP AR S SR, BOR AT REML Y OREA R, S5 GHB MGV I . A fik
Pl “EUSERY” BIMEVERE . MAh, TEBEML GHB R AZSLRIMI RS, WOARRZEB (Ml IR 1
SrHT A B TAS RV IERNAR RS, T TR QM B (Uil THI BRI Sk A5%) it oA vl
AER AL LU LR BUE A AR (R, 7 Bt — 2 ase.

B2, GHB 5 A )2 I TE I At pR X Pl b (] 0 5 BE B2 ) i SR PR T S PR 2R, TN
PUATE IR R BIR:, ABUAE, 5 RGEVERBLATERLA GHB ORI AR RErp ik R i it e 42
S SR CRSE S AT I eSS AR 2 L R S TR
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