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ABSTRACT Obyjective: The aims of our research are to understand the characteristics symptoms and

retrospective research was carried out with a self — designed questionnaire on the synthetic drugs abstainers

in the forced or community detoxification and rehabilitation centers in Beijing Shanghai

Yunnan

Guangdong Hunan and Hubei from March to December 2010. We investigated and analyzed the
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demographic characteristics

the type of abused synthetic drugs
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symptoms  addiction and withdrawal

symptoms. Results: Among the 1459 subjects 65.17% are male and the mean age is( 32.87 +8.78) years.

There are 1191 (83.93%) participants abused ATS —only 141 (9.94%) participants abused ketamine —
only and 87 (6.13%) participants abuse ATS + kemaine. Using factor analysis we classified the symptom

into six symptom syndrome. There are 98.21% (1318/1342) synthetic drug abusers having at least one

symptom after abusing. Excited sympotom has the highest scores in both ATS —only ketamine —only and

ATS + ketamine group and the first three symptoms are insomnia excitment and euphoria in both ATS and

ATS + ketamine group while in ketamine group are euphoria excitment and insomnia. Moreover somatic

symptoms rank the second in ATS — only ketamine — only group while psychotic symptoms rank the

second in ATS + ketamine group. There are 90. 88% ( 1215/1337) synthetic drug abusers having at least

one withdrawal symptom they often appear drug craving drowsiness fatigue weakness and difficulty in

concentrating. Drug craving ranked first in ketamine — only group and ATS + ketamine group ranked 4th in

ATS —only group while drowsiness ranked 1st in ATS group. Conclusion: There are some differences in

symptoms and withdrawal symptoms among ATS and kemamine abusers in China we should carry out the

relevant preventive measures treatments and management according to their characteristics.
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