
DRUG USE TRENDS AMONG 
COLLEGE-AGE ADULTS (19–22)

2018 Monitoring the Future College Students 
and Young Adults Survey Results

MARIJUANA USE

Past month NICOTINE VAPING doubles among college students

Rx DRUG MISUSE has mixed results

BINGE DRINKING*

DRUGABUSE.GOV

DAILY/NEAR DAILY USE* OF MARIJUANA
TWICE AS HIGH AMONG NON-COLLEGE GROUP

PAST MONTH MARIJUANA VAPING DOUBLES AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS

THIS JUMP IS AMONG THE GREATEST ONE-YEAR INCREASE
SEEN FOR ANY SUBSTANCE IN THE HISTORY OF THE SURVEY

Rx OPIOID MISUSE: SIGNIFICANT FIVE-YEAR DROP IN BOTH GROUPS*

ADDERALL® MISUSE: SIGNIFICANT GENDER DIFFERENCES

One-in-nine non-college respondents reporting daily or near daily
use of marijuana, compared to one-in-seventeen college students
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*Used on 20 or more occasions in past 30-days
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*Called “Narcotics other than heroin” in the survey

*5+ Drinks in a row in last 2 weeks
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ANNUAL MARIJUANA USE AT HISTORIC HIGHS
AMONG COLLEGE AND NON-COLLEGE PEERS

COLLEGE STUDENTS: 7% FIVE-YEAR INCREASE

5.3%

BELOW 30% FOR THE FIRST TIME AMONG COLLEGE STUDENTS


