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Drug abuse and dependence of propofol and its possible mechanisms
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'( Chengdu Medical College Sichuan Province Chengdu 610500)
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Abstract Propofol is widespread use ultra short — acting intravenous anesthesia in clinical and
mainly produces sedative hypnotic and forgetful effects. Due to its strong effect of euphoria when used in
sub — anesthetic doses and the subjective feelings for the psychostimulant similar to cocaine it has
become the fourth abused drugs in recent years. Using propofol to relieve pain stress anxiety insomnia
are the main causes of its abuse and addiction. The main mechanism of propofol dependence may be
related to propofol stimulation of VTA — NAc drug reward pathways glucocorticoid levels cannabinoid
levels. People especially medical staff lack cognition of the propofol abuse and drug dependence and
have not paid enough attention to the harm caused by propofol abuse and drug dependence. Therefore
we can enforce controls and educate people about the dangers of drug abuse to solve the problems.
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