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Reliability and validity of Chinese version of the Substance Use Stigma Mechanisms Scale
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Abstract  Objective: Revise the Substance Use Stigma Mechanisms Scale ( SU —SMS)  and examine the

166 substance abuse disorders were asked to complete the Scale for the assessment of SUSMS — C and
Perceived Devaluation Discrimination Scale ( PDD) . After two weeks 30 patients were followed to complete
the SUSMS — C. Results: The project analysis showed that in all items the scores in the high — scoring subjects

were significantly higher than the low — scoring subjects ( P <0.01) and homogeneity tests showed that the
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correlation between the scores of all the items and the total scale scores was significant (r =0.302 ~0.69 P <
0.01) ; confirmatory factor analysis showed good data fitting ( CMIN/DF =1. 60; IFI =0.949; TLI =0. 935;
AGFI =0.833; GFI =0.88; CFI =0.948; RMSEA =0.06; SRLR =0.057); SUSMS - C total score was

positively correlated with PDD score (r =0.533 P <0.001).

the enacted stigma (r =0.425 P <0.001)

PDD score was also positively correlated with

anticipated stigma (r =0.275 P <0.001) and internalized stigma

(r =0.461 P <0.01). The internal consistency reliability of the total scale and the five factors were between
0.724 and 0.909; the retest reliability was 0.702. Conclusion: Our study shows that the Chinese version of

SUSMS - C has good reliability and validity and can be used for research and investigation of stigma in

patients with substance use disorders.
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