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Epidemiological survey on the HCV infection among 1223 drug users

ZHU Dunyan CHEN Feng
( Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics Nanjing Medical University Nanjing 211100 China)

Abstract  Objective: To describe the characteristics of HCV infection among drug users in Jiangsu
compulsory rehabilitation centers from 2015 to 2017 and the effect on HCV infection from drug using
behaviors  social characteristics and provide baseline data for valid intervention. Methods: Face — to —
face interview by using questionnaire and serum anti — HCV antibody test were conducted among 1223
male drug users who were forced to refrain drug in Jiangsu compulsory rehabilitation centers. Results:
Among 1223 drug users the overall anti — HCV antibody positive rate was 18. 9% . The rate is significant
associated with kind method longer duration of drug use multiple sexual partners and not using
condoms. The rate in injecting drug users accounted for 61. 4% which was significantly higher than that
in singe drug addicts (17.4%) (x> =53.750 P =0.000). The HCV infection rate of drug users
sharing injection equipment was significant higher than that of drug users without sharing injection
equipment (y° =7.311 P =0.007). The infection rate of HCV with more than 5 sexual partners
(38.6%) is significantly higher than that of single sexual partner (6.5%) (y* =92.902 P =0.000) .
Conclusion. The study have found high HCV infection rate high incidence of hepatitis C and serious
damage of hepatic function in drug users. Behaviors at high risk like injection of drugs heroin abuse
sharing syringes long duration of drug abuse multi — sex partners and low rate of condom use were
commonly identified. Strategies and measures should be done to reduce HCV infection.
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